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Background
✓ Lifetime, past year & current prevalence

✓ Comparison 2016 to 2023

✓ Gender comparisons

✓ Parish comparisons

✓ Harmful use & driving under the influence 

✓ Risk perception & access

✓ Treatment

✓ Next Steps



Prevalence (%) of Lifetime, Past Year & Current Use (2023)
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Prevalence by Gender 



Prevalence (%) of Lifetime Use 
(Less Popular Substances) 
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Prevalence (%) of Lifetime Use – 
(Less Popular Substances) 
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Alcohol Use Disorder Identification Test 
(AUDIT) Zones (Risk Level) by Gender
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Driving Under the 
Influence of 

Alcohol & Drugs

17.5% of drivers have driven 
under the influence of alcohol

Males (23.9%) nearly four times 
higher than females (5.2%) 
Highest in 25-34 (32.3%) 

10.3% under the influence of 
illegal drugs (Males - 15.1% and 
females-1.3%) 



Risk Perception by Substance (Using Often) 
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Ease of Access by Gender and Drug 
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Treatment for 
Substance 

Use

Approximately 3% 
(2.8%) felt a need for 
help to reduce or stop 
using alcohol or drugs, 
(Males - 4.10%, females 
1.5%) – Estimated 
60,000 persons



Reasons for Not Accessing Treatment
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Problematic 
substance use 
evident in specific 
parishes – 
Trelawny, 
Clarendon, KSA

Gender disparity persists 
with the burden of  
substance use 
disproportionately higher 
among males 

Increased proportion of 
high-risk cannabis users

Lowest risk perception on 
vaping and among youth 

Access to 
treatment services 

hampered by low 
awareness 

Public education 
necessary

Implications



Multi-level  
dissemination of 
findings 

Development of a 
national drug research 
network and agenda for 
more in-depth drug 
studies

Sustained public 
education 

Evidence-based 
actions to address high 
risk/vulnerable groups 
and areas – Harmful 
alcohol use, high-risk 
cannabis use

In-depth engagement at the parish level to 
increase awareness of the status of drug 
use to generate partnership and support 
for interventions

Next Steps
Synthetic Drug Study 
Dissemination to 
explore the emergence 
of new drugs 



Thank You
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